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usual, the victim suffers a hurt corresponding to the hurt
done to his image. Thus if you run a nail or a needle into
the eyes of the puppet, your man will go more or less blind ;
if you stick a pin in its stomach, he will be doubled up with
colic ; a stab in the heart of the effigy may kill him outright ;
and in general the more you prick it and the louder you speak
the spell, the more certain is the effect. To make assurance
doubly sure it is desirable to impregnate the effigy, so to say,
with the personal influence of the man by passing it clandes
tinely beforehand over him or hiding it, unbeknown to him,
in his clothes or under his bed. If you do that, he is quite
sure to die sooner or later.1 Naturally these nefarious
practices are no new thing in the Chinese empire. There is
a passage in the Chinese Book of Rewards and Penalties
which illustrates their prevalence in days gone by. There,
under the rubric " To hide an effigy of a man for the pur-
pose of giving him the nightmare," we read as follows :
*SThis means hiding the carved wooden effigy of a man
somewhere with intent to give him the nightmare. Kong-
sun-tcho having died suddenly some time after he had suc-
ceeded to the post of treasurer, he appeared in a dream to
the governor of his district and said unto him : c I have been
the victim of an odious crime, and I am come, my lord, to
pray you to avenge me. My time to die had not yet come ;
but my servants gave me the nightmare, and I was choked
in my sleep. If you will send secretly some dauntless soldiers,
not one of the varlets will escape you. Under the seventh
tile of the roof of my house will be found my image carved
of wood. Fetch it and punish the criminals.' Next day
the governor of the district had all the servants arrested, and
sure enough, after some search, they found under the afore-
said tile the figure of a man in wood, a foot high, and
bristling all over with nails. Bit by bit the wood changed
into flesh and uttered inarticulate cries when it was struck.
The governor of the district immediately reported to the
prefect of the department, who condemned several of the
servants to suffer the extreme riour of the law.1' 2
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